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Fig. 6 
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Fig. 9 
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1504 



ESTABLISH LOCAL COMMUNICATIONS CHANNEL 
BETWEEN APPLICATION AND DOCKING STATION 
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1516 



1520 



1524 



1528 



1532 



1536 



APPLICATION QUERIES DOCKING STATION 
FOR WIRELESS CAPABILITIES 



1508 



DOCKING STATION RESPONDS 



APPLICATION REQUESTS WIRELESS DATA COMMUNI- 
CATIONS CHANNEL, SUPPLIES ANY ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION REQUESTED TO THE DOCKING STATION 



DOCKING STATION TRANSLATES THE REQUEST INTO ONE OR 
MORE API MESSAGES, SENDS MESSAGE(S), TO THE ADAPTOR 



ADAPTOR TRANSLATES API MESSAGE(S) INTO ONE OR MORE 
WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE SPECIFIC COMMANDS, SENDS 
COMMAND(S) TO THE WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE 



WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE ESTABLISHES THE DATA CONNECTION 



ADAPTOR SENDS API MESSAGE TO THE DOCKING STATION 
INDICATING THAT THE CONNECTION IS ESTABLISHED 



DOCKING STATION FORMATS THE MESSAGE IN THE LOCAL 
NETWORK PROTOCOL, SENDS MESSAGE TO THE APPLICATION 



THE SAME OR A DIFFERENT APPLICATION CAN NOW SEND AND RECEIVE 
IP DATA, WHICH THE DOCKING STATION WILL TRANSPARENTLY ROUTE 
BETWEEN THE APPLICATION AND THE INTERNET AT LARGE 



FIG. 15 
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1604 



USER 1 ATTACHES LAP TOP NETWORK PORT TO 
FIRST NETWORK PORT ON THE DOCKING STATION 



USER 1 ACTIVATES A PROGRAM TO ESTABLISH A DATA 
CONNECTION WITH THE WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE 



1608 



1612 



AFTER RECEIVING AN INDICATION THAT THE CONNECTION IS ESTABLISHED, 
USER 1 ACTIVATES A WEB BROWSER TO ACCESS INTERNET WEB SITES 



USER 2 ESTABLISHES A BLUETOOTH WIRELESS 
NETWORK CONNECTION TO THE DOCKING STATION 



1616 



USER 2 ACTIVATES AN APPLICATION TO ESTABLISH A DATA 
CONNECTION WITH THE WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE 



1620' 



1624 



THE APPLICATION QUERIES THE DOCKING STATION AND IS INFORMED THAT A 
DATA CONNECTION IS ALREADY ESTABLISHED, USER 2 ACTIVATES A MAIL 
APPLICATION TO RETRIEVE AND READ E-MAIL MESSAGES FROM THE INTERNET 



USER 3, KNOWING THAT USER 1 HAS ALREADY ESTABLISHED A DATA 
CONNECTION, ACTIVATES WEB BROWSER WITHOUT FIRST RUNNING A 
SEPARATE PROGRAM TO ESTABLISH A DATA CONNECTION 



FIG. 16 



